
 
Parish Clerk – Sam Adeniji Email: chalvingtonwithripeclerk@gmail.com Phone: 07767 405562 

Address – Meadow Cottage, Chalvington, Hailsham BN27 3TH 
 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Chalvington with Ripe Parish Council (CWRPC) 
that took place at the Hayton Baker Hall, Ripe on Monday 04th November 2024 commencing 7 pm. 

 
Present: Cllr S. Flint, Cllr C. Hallworth, Cllr A. Harvey, Cllr W. Farrer and Cllr Lonsdale-Cleeve. 
In attendance: Cllr Nick Bennett (ESCC), Cllr Alison Wilson (WDC) and Sam Adeniji (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the public: 7 

 

168. Attendance and Apologies for Absence - Cllr J. Ruddock-West and Cllr Hamblin 

 
169. Declarations of Interest – None. 
 

170. Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th October  
2024 

The minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th October 2024 were 

approved with the following amendment. 

 

o Item 156: Clarification that the report is related to the draft NPPF (National Planning 

Policy Framework), not the draft local plan. 

RESOLVED - that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 7th  of 

October 2024 be approved subject to the above amendment and the Chair could sign them. 

 

 

171. Public Session –  

Traffic Calming: A member of the public raised concerns about traffic through the village, 

particularly on Mill Lane. 

a) The council confirmed traffic calming initiatives will be discussed at the next meeting. 

b) Possible inclusion in the budget for 2025/26 was noted. 

172. Report of the Member of Parliament  

173. Report of the County Councillor 
Councillor Nick Bennett (ESCC) reported on significant uncertainty in budget planning due to 

changes in funding allocations: 

a) Children’s services funding will be ringfenced, but other allocations are subject to a new, 

undetermined formula. 

b) No clarity on how the one-year budget settlement will be distributed, leaving the council 

unable to predict funding levels. 

c) Increased demand for care services, particularly complex cases, is creating financial 

strain. 

 
RESOLVED - That the report of the County Councillor be noted. 

174. Report of the District Councillor 
Wealden District Council (WDC) Councillor Alison Wilson reported on the following matters: 
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• Funding Disparities: Rural councils face a 36% funding gap compared to urban councils. The 

Rural Services Network is lobbying for equitable settlements to address this disparity. 

• Climate Change Event: An upcoming full-day event aims to gather local organisations and 

parish councils to share resources and strategies for tackling climate change. Invitations have 

been sent; councillors were encouraged to attend. 

• Recruitment Campaign: A national campaign, Make a Difference, seeks to address staffing 

shortages in local councils by promoting careers in local government. 

 
RESOLVED - That the report of the District Councillor be noted. 
 

175. Planning. 
a) Applications. 

• Application No. WD/2024/2356/FA -  Olive Tree House, Ripe Lane, Ripe, BN8 6AR - 
Removal Of Condition 4 Of WD/2018/2219/F (One New Guest Accommodation Tree 
House).  
 

o  The application seeks to remove Condition 4 (which ties the management of a guest 

accommodation treehouse to Cherry Cottage). 

o Councillors discussed the unworkability of the condition, given that Cherry Cottage is 

intended for sale. 

o Members agreed to support the removal of Condition 4 
 

 
RESOLVED – To support the application. 

 

• WD/2024/2222/F -  6 Carriage Mews, Church Lane, Ripe, BN8 6EX - Dormer Window 
With Pair Of Opening In Doors And Glass Safety Screen. 
 

o Proposal for a Juliet balcony on a previously approved dormer window. 

o The council noted it aligns with the original design and does not impact neighbouring 

properties. 

o Members agreed to support the application. 

 
RESOLVED – To support the application. 

 

b) Planning applications refused, approved, referred, withdrawn or appeals. 

• ARROVED - WD/2024/1955/F - Little Meadow Stud, Church Lane, Chalvington, BN27 
3TE - Erection Of Detached Garage With Annexe Above 

• REFUSED - WD/2024/1495/FR - Lovers Farmhouse, Church Farm Lane, Chalvington, 
BN27 3TD - Use Of Annex Accommodation For Self-Contained Short-Term Lets And 
Continued Ancillary Residential Accommodation To The Main House. 

 
176. Other planning matters 

None 
 
177. Highways, Footpaths, and Rights of Way – none 

 
178. Update on The Community Field –  

An update on Phase 1 of the Community Field project was provided as follows: 
 

• Progress on Phase 1: 

o Hedges have been cut, and the pétanque pitch is nearing completion. 



o Tree planting, funded by the King’s Orchard scheme, began last month and will 

continue on 16 November. 

o A community event combining tree planting and pétanque games is planned for that 

day. 

• Challenges for Phase 2: 

o Ecological constraints include badger setts and great crested newts. Adjustments have 

been made to the layout to meet ecological requirements, but further surveys may be 

necessary. 

• Funding: 

o Awaiting a decision on £14,000 from the Wealden Infrastructure Fund. This would 

secure full funding for Phase 1. 

 
RESOLVED – Noted. 
 
 

179. Response to Public Consultation on Remote Meetings 

Members debated submitting individual responses versus a unified council response and agreed 

to draft individual responses for circulation, with the possibility of consolidating feedback into an 

official council submission. 

 
RESOLVED – Noted. 
 

180. Financial matters – 
a. Bank reconciliation statement and Budget Monitoring Report for Month 7 - The Council took 

note of the Bank reconciliation statement and Budget Monitoring Report for Month 7. 

RESOLVED – To note and accept the Bank reconciliation statement and Budget Monitoring 
Report for Month 7. 

 
b. Authorisation of payment of account 

The Clerk presented the schedule of payments, circulated previously. After review and 
consideration, it was RESOLVED that the payments be approved. The payment schedule 
is attached in Appendix A. 
 

c. Draft Budget 2025/26 

A preliminary draft was shared. Members were encouraged to submit additional proposals, 

including: 

• A £2,000 contribution towards the community field initiative. 

• Adjustments to allocations for election expenses and traffic management 

reserves. 

Final discussions will occur in December, with the budget to be formally adopted in 

January. 

 
RESOLVED – To note the draft budget 
 

 
181. Correspondence - 

A letter from the Community Association (RACAA) requested parish council funding to support 

the community field. This will be considered during the budget-setting process. 

 
RESOLVED: - Noted 
 



182. Urgent Items –  
VE Day 2025: 

a) Preliminary discussions proposed a modest celebration near the village shop, potentially 

in collaboration with the RACA. 

b) Further planning will occur in early 2025. 

RESOLVED: - Noted to be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

 
183. Dates of next meeting - The next Ordinary Parish Meeting will be held on 2nd December 

2024 commencing at 7 pm at the Hayton Baker Hall. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.27 pm 

 
Signed….............................................................................................................. Chairman 
 
 
 

Date……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…. 
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