Chalvington with Ripe Parish Council
Chair’s Annual Address
Good evening everyone, and welcome to the Annual Meeting of Chalvington with Ripe Parish Council.
As Chair of the Parish Council, I am pleased to welcome you all this evening and to reflect on the work of the Council over the past year, alongside the continued strength, spirit, and support of our local community.
Over the last twelve months, the Parish Council has remained committed to representing the interests of residents and to preserving and enhancing the unique character of our villages, whilst addressing the practical matters that affect everyday life within the parish.
During the year, the Council has considered a wide range of issues, including local planning applications, the submission of a robust response to the Wealden Local Plan, highways and road maintenance concerns, progress on our speed restriction action plan, the protection of long-established public rights of way, and the maintenance of local amenities. 
Throughout this work, the Council has continued to represent parish residents in discussions with Wealden District Council, East Sussex County Council, and other organisations and authorities where appropriate.
One of the greatest strengths of Chalvington with Ripe is the willingness of residents to contribute their time, ideas, and energy to community life. On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to extend our sincere thanks to everyone involved in local groups, events, and voluntary activities which help make this parish such a welcoming and beautiful place to live.
In particular, I would like to offer special thanks to the Ripe and Chalvington Community Association — RACCA — for their tireless dedication and hard work. Their ongoing efforts in developing the Community Field, together with the many events they organise throughout the year, including the summer and Christmas celebrations, which play a vital role in keeping valued village traditions alive and strengthening our sense of community.

We are also extremely grateful to the Village Hall Committee for the smooth and successful management of this important community facility, which continues to be widely used and enjoyed by residents and the Nursery School alike.
Our thanks also goes to the organisers of the Spring and Summer Flower Shows, whose work is very much appreciated, and to the PCC for their continued care and stewardship of both our churches, which remain such an important part of village life and heritage.
A very special thank you must also go to the many volunteers, led by Professor Brian Hill, who dedicate so much of their time and effort to litter-picking throughout the parish. Your commitment to keeping our villages and surrounding countryside as litter-free as possible is greatly appreciated by us all.
I would also like to thank my fellow Parish Councillors and our Parish Clerk, Steff, for your dedication, commitment, and thoughtful contributions throughout the year. Your hard work and support are invaluable to the effective running of this Council.
Like many rural communities, we continue to face challenges. However, your Parish Council remains committed to working constructively, transparently, and always in the best interests of residents.
We strongly encourage everyone within the community to stay engaged with the work of the Parish Council — by attending meetings, sharing views, and taking part in local discussions. Your involvement is invaluable in shaping the future of our parish and ensuring that Chalvington with Ripe remains such a special place to live.
On behalf of Chalvington with Ripe Parish Council, thank you for attending this evening and thank you all for your continued support throughout the year. We look forward to working together in the year ahead.
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