Report From Green Party councillor for the Arlington ward
Crowborough Camp - 
Members of the Parish Council will be aware of the proposal by the Home Office to use Crowborough Camp as a temporary home for asylum seekers. 
I have attached a letter which has been sent by the leaders of Wealden District Council to the immigration minister, Mike Tapp MP. The letter explains the appalling way the Home Office - which is acknowledged by the Home Secretary herself as not being fit for purpose - has treated local people, and outlines Wealden’s opposition to the proposals. 
From the letter, you can see how all local organisations and communities have been badly let down. However, some local MPs and local councillors seem intent on blaming Wealden. I find it extremely disappointing that they are prepared to behave in this way, making inflammatory and misleading remarks, all in pursuit of political gain. It is time to stop this divisive rhetoric and to work constructively in partnership on behalf of our communities, to seek clarity, to build community cohesion and to keep all members of our community safe.
Avian Flu outbreak - 
East Sussex County Council and Wealden District Council are calling on residents and businesses who house birds to remain alert for any signs of disease and to report any cases of suspected illness in their birds immediately. This is following an outbreak of highly pathogenic Avian Flu H5N1 in a commercial poultry flock near Uckfield. A 3km Protection Zone and a 10km Surveillance Zone have been implemented with immediate effect. I attach a link below which includes a map showing the restriction zones and with some general advice for those keeping poultry, and the general public:
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wealden.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fbird-keepers-and-public-to-be-alert-following-outbreak-of-avian-flu-in-east-sussex%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccllr.alison.wilson%40wealden.gov.uk%7C37b984fa0f324dc4c42f08de1ab2e203%7C68722b15196843dbbc6d432209eac48a%7C0%7C0%7C638977552818369300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u7J0kC0g2wKPcH3BzH0fsG7yUpuaGT2QLLFrvAiClPo%3D&reserved=0
Funding for community infrastructure projects -
A reminder that the Community Led Infrastructure Fund is now up and running and welcomes applications from community organisations for long-lasting infrastructure projects which prioritise local needs. I include a link below, but it is also worth pointing out that there is now a dedicated officer at Wealden to assist with advice and support for organisations applying for funding - email CLIF@wealden.gov.uk for further information:
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/community-and-safety/information-on-grant-funding/wealden-community-led-infrastructure-fund-clif/
CIL monies -
As you will be aware, CIL monies are collected from developers and are then distributed by Wealden to improve infrastructure which will face additional pressures as a result of development. One recent example of the application of CIL money is the £465,000 allocated to Cuckmere Buses and Wealdlink Community Transport, both of which are not for profit operators which provide bus services in rural areas not served by commercial bus companies. The funding will provide for 3 new electric buses as well as charging points and depot upgrades.
As always, if any member of the Parish Council or the community have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me - cllr.alison.wilson@wealden.gov.uk.
With best wishes,
Alison
Alison Wilson
Alliance for Wealden
Green Party councillor for the Arlington ward

