I spoke to our new Rector, Rev Steve Osei-Mensah on Friday. He regrets not being able to attend tonight at short notice as he is talking to a couple who will be married in August. He would like to attend a future meeting if you agree. I should have advised him of your meetings earlier.
St John the Baptist Church, Ripe has undergone substantive repair to the ceiling while it was closed from October to December when we had three lovely services at Christmas. It had to be closed again to replaster the lower church walls which were crumbling, and it was reopened for Mothering Sunday in March. Now the walls are drying out ready for painting. 
The clock has been serviced so it keeps good time and chimes the quarters.
Repairs have been made to the tower roof to prevent water leaking.
The floors and pews have been repolished.
The gate to the carpark/nursery field has been replaced to allow easier passage.
A tree has been pruned with council permission and other trees cut back as part of regular maintenance.
The flag is changed regularly in accordance with National and Church flag days.
The flowers are supplied regularly and volunteers clean and care for the church helping to keep both of our churches in a beautiful condition. 
St Bartholomew's Church, Chalvington has been rewired where sockets have failed and is kept clean and tidy.
It is a much-loved small church, and many people value it as a quiet place for contemplation.
Unfortunately, the road is still in a very poor condition although attempts have been made to improve it. Visitors are dissuaded from visiting by car.
We are extremely grateful for the financial support and the physical assistance of so many of the parishioners which enables both churches to be maintained in a reasonable condition.
With many thanks
Chris Smith
Churchwarden

