
 
Parish Clerk – Sam Adeniji Email: chalvingtonwithripeclerk@gmail.com Phone: 07767 405562 

Address – Meadow Cottage, Chalvington, Hailsham BN27 3TH 
 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Chalvington with Ripe Parish Council (CWRPC) 
that took place at the Hayton Baker Hall, Ripe on Monday 02nd December 2024 commencing 7 pm. 

 
Present: Cllr J. Ruddock-West, Cllr Hamblin, Cllr C. Hallworth, Cllr A. Harvey, Cllr W. Farrer and Cllr 
Lonsdale-Cleeve. 
In attendance: Cllr Alison Wilson (WDC) and Sam Adeniji (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the public: 7 

 

184. Attendance and Apologies for Absence - Cllr S. Flint  and Cllr Nick Bennett (ESCC) 
 

185. Declarations of Interest –  Cllr Hamblin and Cllr Lonsdale-Cleeve declared a non-pecuniary 
interest on agenda item 197 as directors of the Ripe and Chalvington Community Association 
(RACCA).  

 

186. Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th 
November 2024 

The minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th November 2024 were 

approved. 

 

RESOLVED - that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 4th of 

November be approved and the Chair could sign them. 

 

 

187. Public Session –  

Potholes and Road Safety Concerns: A  resident detailed several recent accidents caused by 

large potholes on many roads within the village. Several roads were described as having ruts 

and broken tarmac, making passing points unsafe. The poor state of roads was exacerbated by 

vehicles swerving to avoid potholes or reversing in unsafe conditions, leading to additional 

damage. 

A resident also reported fire services being stranded after a car fell into a roadside ditch while 

attempting to navigate poorly maintained lanes. 

Action: The Parish Clerk will write to ESCC Cllr. Bennett to raise ongoing concerns about 

the inadequate repairs and maintenance. 

Road Closure: Prof Hill complained about unnecessary or prolonged road closures by Clancy, a 

subcontractor responsible for signage. He described several incidents where “Road Closed” 

signs remained in place long after works were completed or where roads were closed with no 

visible activity.  The village had been “isolated” six times in the past two months due to 

ineffective coordination between Clancy, Balfour Beatty, and East Sussex County Council. 

Another resident shared an example of assisting a driver by removing a redundant “Road 

Closed” sign to allow them access. The impact of road closures was particularly pronounced for 

residents relying on bin collection services, which were missed for two consecutive weeks. 

Ditching Work-Prof Hill also wanted to also praise ESCC for ditching work recently carried out. 

The Chairman thanked residents for raising these concerns and assured residents the 

complaints about Clancy’s will be raised in correspondence with Councillor Bennett. 
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Action: The Parish Clerk will write to ESCC Cllr. Bennett to raise the concern about 

unnecessary road closures signs by Clancy. 

188. Report of the Member of Parliament  

None 

189. Report of the County Councillor 
Apologies received from Councillor Nick Bennett (ESCC)  

190. Report of the District Councillor 
Wealden District Council (WDC) Cllr Alison Wilson reported on the following matters: 
 

• Community Sports Hub: A major project funded by a £3.5 million grant from the Premier 
League and Football Foundation is underway near the A27. Scheduled completion: 2026. It will 
include football pitches, netball courts, tennis courts, a café, and meeting spaces. 
 

• Household Support Scheme: Financial support is available for struggling residents, including 
pensioners not entitled to the winter fuel payment. 
 

• Planning Refusals: The planning application for dormer windows  at Carriage Mews was raised.  
Cllr Wilson advised that the Parish Council provided insufficient justification for its support. Cllr 
Wilson advised including detailed reasons for support or objections in future submissions. 
 
RESOLVED - That the report of the District Councillor be noted. 
 

191. Planning. 
a) Applications. 

• WD/2024/0936/F - Westlyn, Poundfield Road, Chalvington, BN27 3TQ -  Subdivision 
And Extension Of An Existing Dwelling To Form A Pair Of Semi-Detached Dwellings, With 
Associated Landscaping.-  

 
This is a repeated application and has been approved by the Planning Authority. 
 

RESOLVED - Noted 
 
 

b) Planning applications refused, approved, referred, withdrawn or appeals. 

• APPROVED - WD/2024/2173/LB - Old Rectory, Church Lane, Ripe, BN8 6AU - 
Replacement Of Cracked Courtyard Surface And Introduction Of One New Downpipe 
Within The Courtyard. 

• REFUSED - WD/2024/1868/F - Church Farm, Church Lane, Ripe, BN8 6AU - Single 
Storey Side Extension And Rear 

• REFUSED - WD/2024/2222/F - Dormer Window With Pair Of Opening In Doors And Glass 
Safety Screen.-  6 Carriage Mews, Church Lane, Ripe, BN8 6EX 

 
 
192. Other planning matters 

None 
 
193. Highways, Footpaths, and Rights of Way – none 

An update on the Parish Council's application to East Sussex County Council for matched 
funding to introduce a 20mph speed limit in Ripe was given. The application included some 
traffic calming measures. A response is awaited from the relevant officer, who is on annual 
leave, but they will give feedback by mid-January. 
 
RESOLVED - Noted 
 
 

194. Update on The Community Field –  
An update on the Community Field project was provided as follows: 
 



• Forward Field Development: 

o Progress delayed due to discussions with environmental consultants regarding 

mitigation for protected species (newts and badgers). 

o Issues being resolved include costs for mitigation measures. 

• Funding: 

o Partial funding of £4,850 received for a field shelter (against an application for £14,000). 

o Deadline for completion of phase one: 17 February 2025, with potential for a slight 

extension. 

• Orchard Planting Scheme: 

o Successfully completed under the King’s Orchard Fund sponsorship. 

 
RESOLVED - Noted 

 

195. VE Day 80 

Members agreed to defer discussions to the next meeting. 

 
RESOLVED – To defer discussions to the January meeting. 
 

196. Meeting Calendar for 2025 

The meeting dates for 2024 were discussed.  The Annual Parish Meeting (APM) would be held 

on the same day as the Annual Meeting of the Council.  

RESOLVED – that the meeting dates for 2025 shall be the 1st Monday of each month except for 

January when the meeting will be held on the 13th of January.  The Annual Parish Meeting will 

be held on the 12th of May.  There shall be no meeting in August. 

197. Budget: To consider the 2025/26 Budget and precept for 2025/26. 

Members discussed the final draft of the 2025/26 budget.  Members highlighted the need to 

support the Community Field project, and it was agreed to include £2,500 for the Community 

Field. 

The budget includes an increase in the Parish Clerk’s salary based on the proposed increase in 

employers' National Insurance contributions.  

Adjustments were made to allocations for election expenses and traffic management reserves. 

The budget includes an item for maintenance of the parish council field, which may need to be 

increased, as a recent inspection shows that the fence between the community land and the 

parish council land now needs replacing, and the remaining fencing needs some repairs.  

The budget includes a 7.11% increase in the precept. Members noted that the Council has a 

substantive amount in General reserves which  could be used to cover any unexpected costs 

RESOLVED - that a Precept of £17,367 be set for the Financial Year 2025/26, representing 
£38.04 per Band D household, an annual increase of £2.53 (+ 7.11% increase) and Wealden 
Borough Council to be informed accordingly as the Council Tax Authority.   
 

198. Financial matters – 
a. Bank reconciliation statement and Budget Monitoring Report for Month 8 - The Council took 

note of the Bank reconciliation statement and Budget Monitoring Report for Month 8. 

RESOLVED – To note and accept the Bank reconciliation statement and Budget Monitoring 
Report for Month 8. 

 
b. Authorisation of payment of account 

The Clerk presented the schedule of payments, circulated previously. After review and 



consideration, it was RESOLVED that the payments be approved. The payment schedule 
is attached in Appendix A. 
 

c. 2024/25 NALC Local Government Service pay Agreement 

The Council took note of the 2024/25 NALC Local Government Service pay Agreement 

which sets the pay scale of the Parish Clerk for 2024/25.   

RESOLVED – noted. 
 
 

 
199. Correspondence - 

The Parish Clerk gave an update on the council’s application for a gov.uk domain, he reported 

that there have been issues with the parish name length which caused a rejection. A revised, 

abbreviated application is in progress. 

RESOLVED: - Noted 
 

200. Urgent Items –  
 
none. 
 

 
201. Dates of next meeting - The next Ordinary Parish Meeting will be held on 13th January 

2025 commencing at 7 pm at the Hayton Baker Hall. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.40 pm 

 
Signed….............................................................................................................. Chairman 
 
 
 

Date………………………………………………………………………………………………………
 
 

 
  



APPENDIX A – Payments 
 

 


